The Human Genome Project: considerations for people with intellectual disabilities.
The paper discusses the impact which recent advances in gene technology may have for people with intellectual disabilities. It highlights a conflict between the apparent benefits of advances in genetics for the population in general and the negative effects on persons with intellectual disabilities in particular. This conflict is illustrated in the paper through the use of examples, including the implications of a person's lack of capacity to consent to investigations and treatment; the issue of individual responsibility for antisocial behaviour when this is considered to have a genetic component; and the issue of life and death decisions about treatment in the face of a progressive, genetically determined, disorder. The authors adopt a human rights perspective to discuss these examples because it provides a richness to articulate and justify moral concerns in this area which is lacking in much of the current debate as this is dominated by the primacy of autonomy.